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Centre for families and persons with a handicap

Voluntas, a non-profit organization, since 1984 originated from a self-help group, is as from 1989 active as a professional center for families and people with a handicap.  Voluntas is a member of the Pluralistic Platform for care for handicapped People

SeMoCo centre stands for Sensory Motor Cognitive interdisciplinairy rehabilitation for families and persons with a handicap.

SeMoCo is a full option under professional guidance:

· for parents who choose to let their child with a handicap develop in home situation

· next tot other therapy in a revalidationcentre

· as an alternative for out of home placement

SeMoCo aims at offereing an individual therapy for rehabilitation.  In general, medical circles do accept that the succes of a rehabilitation program is directly proportional to its quality and intensity. SeMoCo is confident that the treatment of a development disturbance needs an approach as broad as possible from various disciplines, in order to stimulate at most the natural development of the central nervous system.

SeMoCo centre has an intense collaboration with Szegda & Associastes and vzw International organization for functional neurological development.

With a permanent professional formation and assistance an extensive participation is possible on the one hand of personal assistants for handicapped people (PAB) and on the other hand of parents in the revalidation process of their child.

Auditory Integration Therapy

The human behaviour is for a great deal conditioned by the way we hear.  Difficulties of the auditory perceptions can cause disorders on other areas besides hearing.  After studying the correlation between disorders in hearing and other disorders like dyslexia, autism en depression, Dr. Guy Bérard developed the Auditory Integration Therapy (AIT).   

Volunts offers the Auditory Integration Therapy with the by Dr. Guy Bérard acknowledged Audiokinetron 'ears education and retraining system' and can be financed through the personal assistance budget (PAB).

Hydrotherapy

The movement in water as giving by our organisation is a manner of treatment toward a certain goal.  It is giving by our kinesitherapists and for children with developmental delays (mental, motor of sensory).

The principles of the Halliwickmehtod are followed.
Voluntas recreation centre

Voluntas recreation centre offers support to families and persons with a handicap.  Each Friday-evening and Saturday we organise activities like cooking, crafts, music and dance lessons, computer lessons, sports, movie-nights.  In holidays we have our inclusive playgrounds "De Roetsj".  In the summer holiday we organise two weeks vacation for families.  The children get entertainment and activities during the daytime from volunteers.

We also offer information in the province of Antwerpen concerning different aspects of handicap.  We are the regional information point of Achilles vzw.  They offer courses in working with children and youth with and without a handicap. 

You can always contact us for further information.

Dirk Goetschalckx, director.

Voluntas Therapy-centre

Auditive Integration Therapy

Dr. Guy Bérard method

Human behavior is largely conditioned by the manner in which one hears.  In other words, there is a constant parallel between:

· on the one hand, the exact quality of the perception of the external sounds

· on the other hand, his way of being, acting and reacting.

Dr. Guy Bérard started, as the first one, to establize this correlation, when he was observing dyslectic children where the learning difficulaties were caused by the auditive dysfunctioning.

This hypotheses started to become a certainty.  His hypothesis was confirmed when his domain of reasearch expanded to other children and adults.

The proof in the practice have confirmed the theory.

The human being is an extraordinarily complex entity.  The functioning of the human system calls for a harmonious interaction between its energy and each of its components.  In a computer, the breakdown of a single element of the microprocessor can have catastrophic results.  The same is true of the human body: the malfunctioning of one part, even a quite small one, can cause serious and unexpected problems.

It is a physician's duty to look for all possible causes of weakness, to find and identify them, and to remedy them wherever possible.

It seems apparent that malfunctioning of the auditory system, which so profoundly affects one's contact with the outside world, brings about such problems as dyslexia, depression and autism, among many others.  The diagnosis and treatment of these auditory problems goes well beyond the traditional field of audiology, which has tended to see, and therefore find, comparatively simple sensory deficiencies.

